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‘)gan, Mr. McGarvey wrote, after! 
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Leper Colony 


By SEYMOUR M. HERSH | fighting capability of the North] 
Special to The New York Times Vietnamese Army, then largely 


WASHINGTON, Oct. 19—A/ Still in the north. 
former Central Intelligence! They spotted a huge, heavily| 
Agency officia} mae ina ee compound at a village| :~ 
book published today that the: called Quynh Loc,” Mr. Mc-l’ BE 
Air Force bombed a North Vice official said. “No public men- 
namesc leper coiony in ‘tion was ever made of the in- 
after Air Force photo analystsi cident,” 

t , eiud af 
ey istics rig _ “An honest portrayal of what 
ae a ae ey eine inne jieteiieence. is at about must 
row arcu “—~Ilconclide that the C.LA. is a 
were a North Vietnamese divi-/insufforable bureaucratic mo- 
sion headquarters. wick 7 (7285 Wita_little or no central 

The former ote pete a direction sorely needing crastic 
eee SpE oleee Intell ee Mr. McEarney wrote. 


o ieee) A spoxesman for the C.LA. 
i gence Agency and Air Forelconfirmed that Mr. McGarvey 
intelligence before resigning in 


had worked there, but refused 

ne Hie Books ACAA tre Commert on the book. The book 

n hi k, LA, UCi was sent to the agency for re-! 
Myth & Madness,” published epee 


view before publication, Mr. Mc 
by the Saturday Keview Press,! D 


Joint Chiefs “insisted that, 
D..A. label the facility a pos-! 
sivia military | headquarters 
site.” His account went on:! 
“OLA, acceded to this demand.! 
On May 6G, 1966, a heavy Lomb 
ing raid was mounted against} 
the facility.” } 
‘No Fubtic Mention Made’ 
“A few days later,” Mr. Mce- 
Gravey wrote, “the North Viet-| 
namese charged tat the Usited| 
States had bombed a leper col- 
ony at Quynh Loc, killing 30! 
patients and wounding — 34.1 
DLA, éxartined the photos and! 
compared hers with those on 
which they had based the mis- 


{ 
i 


sion.” 
“They proved to be the pos- 
Sible military headquarters 


: jGarvey said, and only a few 

Mr, McGarvey cherges that de-|minor seaments were deleted. 
In a Ietier to Mr. McGarvey 
clearing the book for publica- 
tion, an agency official noted} 


fense agency and C.LA. speciai- 
ists were overwhelmingly con- 
cerned with providing what he 


called “intelligence to please” that if any claim is made that! 
and would often distort factSithe C.LA. “in any way ay, 
tu do so. Iproves your book or confirms! 

In some cases, he contended, 'the accuracy of any informa 
vital information was withheldition contained here therein, it: 
from the White House by bu- 


: id cri will be officially denied.” - 
ean SEE Ee eee en Sputnik Reported Stolen 


The leper-colony incident be-| Although the book’s title 
deals with the C.1LA., the bulk 
the Air Force reported that itlof Mr. McGarvey’s criticisms an 
had spotted a division head-/anecdotes are drawn from his| 
quarters in reconnaissance pho-jservice with the Defense Intel-| 
tographs. At the time, the serv-jligence Agency during the Viet- 
ise was eager to destroy the'’nam War. eee 


‘ing with the Defense 


| 


site,’"" the former intelligence 
In the book, Mr. McGarvey 
also reports that C.LA, agents 
successfully stole the Soviet 
Sputnik for three hours while 
the missle was on a world tour 
Garvey said. “The compoundjshortly after its successful 
was isolated and ringed with/launch, The C.LA. team “com: 
barbed wire, Inside were nieas Pelely Sternniie Degrees 
shut off from each other withi graphed oe eo ona 
more barbed wire." - . irebinned it to its origsnal place 
’ Both the Air Force operations:undetected,”” be said. 
personnel and the officers at-j Mr. MeGarvey, now a resident 
tached to the Joint Chiefs of Of suburban Washington, is 
Staff “concluded that this; known to have spent someycars 
had to be a division head-| Working under cover as a 
quarters,” Mr. McGarvey wrote, jelandestine CLA. agent in South 
The initial defense agency anal-| Vietnam | and cisewhere, but 
ysis did not support that con. deals Jightly. with his. personal 
clusion, he added, and it was Stereo in the book. 
officially reported that there}, “This book is not an attempt 
was “no information to support} to expose the C.LA.,” he wrote. 
the existence of a division One of my reasons for writing 
headquarters at that location.” this book is 40 shed some light 
Mr. McGarvey, who was serv-/0n tic Most camaging, persist- 
Intel-jcnt myth afoot today about tie 
ligence Agency at the time, ie oo efficient, 
noted that it’ had previously|Wellrun machine capable oi 
been determined that the North;@lmost any act of trickery or 
Vietnamese Army had aban-|Mlrigue. - 
doned all of its identifiable. @rAu-Uuss Al 
garrison arcas and military, : 
camps shortly after the air war, 
began in 1965 “and took to the. 
hills and caves.” 
Nonetheless, he wrote, 
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